PLANTAE NOVAE AFRICANAE 


“Ex Africa semper aliquid novi’’—Pliny. 


SERIES XXXII 
R. H. COMPTON 


In the course of my work in the Botanical Survey of Swaziland more than 
a hundred apparently undescribed species have been collected. In my “Anno- 
tated Check List of the Flora of Swaziland” (Journ. S.A. Bot., Suppl. Vol. VI, 
1966) these were mentioned by the collector’s name and register number at 
the end of the lists of species in their respective genera. 


In the following pages some of these novitates are now named and described 
with references to specimens. The Swaziland specimens are included in the 
Herbarium which has been built up during the progress of the Survey : duplicates 
of most of them have been placed in the Compton Herbarium, National Botanic 
Gardens, Kirstenbosch, and in the Herbarium of the Botanical Research 
Institute, Pretoria. To the heads and staffs of these two Herbaria I am grateful 
for the invaluable assistance they have given me throughout my work on the 
flora of Swaziland. 

Some of the species described also occur outside Swaziland, and it is to be 
expected that others as well will be found outside the political boundary of the 
territory. 

There remains a considerable number of undescribed or inadequately 
known plants in the Swaziland Herbarium: these must await further investiga- 
tion or the collecting of fuller material before they can properly be published. 
It is also certain that with further work many additions will be made to the list 
of plants known to occur in this small but botanically rich and diversified 
country, and among these will be a proportion of new species. 

Eucomis montana Compton (Liliaceae).—Bulbus grandis, e terra multo 
exserta. Folia magna, multifaria, erecto-patentia, late ovata, non undulata, 
base lata, apice obtusa, laevia, multinervata, viridia, inferne maculata. Inflores- 
centia erecta, parte superiore florifera, in comam terminalem foliorum excurrens. 
Flores dense inserti, erecto-patentes, perianthio viride, segmentis breviter 
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conjunctis, oblongis, obtusis: filamenta fusca, in tubo perianthii inserta, base 
connata, antheris versatilibus: ovarium fuscum, late ovoideum. 

Bulb large, truncated, half or more above ground. Leaves multifarious, 
erect spreading, broadly ovate, broad-based, up to 50 cm long, 18 cm wide, 
not undulate, the apex obtuse, green, the surface smooth, spotted or speckled 
beneath, especially near the base, the veins very numerous, parallel, closer in 
the middle forming a flat banded midrib. Inflorescence axis about 30 cm high, 
the lower half uniformly c. 1 cm diam, the upper half slightly thicker and bearing 
numerous closely-set flowers which stand in an erecto-patent position. Bracts 
membranous, broad-based, c. 1 cm long \ 7 mm wide. Pedicels 3—5 mm long. 
Perianth green, up to 2 cm long, the segments united shortly, half-spreading, 
oblong, obtuse, faintly veined. Filaments dark brown, inserted on the tube, 
connate at the base, tapering uniformly to the tip which reaches to c. 5 mm 
below the tip of the perianth segments and bears the short versatile anther. 
Ovary dark brown, broadly ovoid, narrowing sharply to the style which is 
about the same length as the stamens and ends in a small capitate stigma. The 
inflorescence ends in a dense tuft of broadly ovate green leaf-like bracts c. 
5 cm long x 2 cm wide with obtuse tips. 

A large and handsome plant, little known in the wild state and hitherto 
placed under E. undulata. Ait. from which, however, it differs in several respects, 
as follows. It is a social plant, not solitary: it occurs in companies in the partial 
shade of boulders and not as solitary individuals in the open veld: its leaves are 
much larger, relatively broader, standing semi-erect, not at all undulate: the 
inflorescence is shorter than the leaves, the individual flowers being erecto- 
patent, not drooping: the stamen filaments broaden uniformly from the apex 
to the base where they are connate round the ovary: the leaf-like bracts of the 
coma are larger and relatively broader. 

Has. Swaziland, near Devil’s Bridge in the Emlembe Mountains, c. 5,000 ft 
alt., Compton 29398 (type). Cultivated for several years in a garden in Mbabane, 
where it flowered regularly in January from 1960 to 1963, keeping its characters 
distinct from adjoining plants of E. undulata—Van der Merwe 1250 (PRE) 
from Belfast, E. Transvaal, is apparently the same. 

Kalsnchoe decumbens Compton (Crassulaceae).—Radix perennis, ramis 
decurrentibus, inflorescentia erecta, ubique glaber. Folia succulenta, numerosa, 
plerumque in caulis parte horizontale, irregulariter disposita, resupinata, an- 
guste lanceolato-clavata, obtusa. Panicula parva, subcapitata, sepalis liberis, 
corolla cinnabarina, base ventricosa, fauce contracta, lobis patentibus. 

Rootstock perennial, branches spreading horizontally becoming erect and 
ending in an erect inflorescence. Leaves mainly on the horizontal part of the 
stem, succulent, numerous, crowded, scattered, seldom in pairs, erect, narrowly 
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lanceolate-clavate, obtuse, up to c. 35 mm long ⁄ 5 mm wide above the middle, 
tapering gradually to the narrow insertion on the stem. Inflorescence erect 
with a few pairs of reduced leaves near its base, mostly bare, up to c. 30 cm high, 
ending in a small subcapitate erect panicle. Pedicels c. 3 mm long. Sepals frec 
to the base, c. 3 mm long x 1 mm wide. Corolla c. 1 cm long, c. 4 mm wide 
at its ventricose base, narrowing to a small throat at which the anthers and 
stigmas appear, the lobes patent, ovate, obtuse, c. 6 mm long x 3 mm wide, 
cinnabar-red. Carpels free to the base, c. 5 mm long, tapering gradually to 
minute capitate stigmas: ovules numerous. 


Has. Swaziland. Hill at entrance to Ingwavuma Poort, Lebombo Range, 
c. 2,000 ft alt., Compton 29407 (type). Flowered in cultivation at Mbabane in 
April. 


Kalanchoe montana Compton (Crassulaceae).—Robusta, succulenta, ubique 
minute glanduloso-puberula. Folia basalia caulinaque integra, oblanceolata, 
apice rotundata, molliter succulenta. Inflorescentia interrupta, thyrsoidea, cum 
ramis axillaribus. Flores dense aggregati, pedicellis brevissimis, sepalis liberis 
lanceolatis acutis, corolla viride-flava, parum obliqua, ovoidea, fauce haud 
contracta, lobis erecto-patentibus, antheris breviter exsertis. 


A robust succulent plant forming a rosette of basal leaves from which arise 
the spreading or decumbent stems which bear a few distant pairs of leaves and 
end in elongated interruptedly thyrsoid panicles with axillary branches. Stem 
fleshy, minutely puberulous with spreading gland-tipped hairs. Leaves simple, 
obovate to oblanceolate, rounded at the apex, tapering uniformly to a narrow 
base, softly succulent, the margins sometimes slightly undulate, the surfaces 
very minutely puberulous, diminishing in size along the stem into the panicle, 
the largest c. 18 cm long x 7 cm wide above the middle. Panicle about equal 
in total length to the sterile part of the stem, the axillary branches erect: the 
flowers in dense spreading clusters, the individual flowers erecto-patent at 
anthesis, the bracts and axes minutely glandular-puberulous. Pedicels very 
short. Sepals free to the base, lanceolate, acute, minutely puberulous, c. 9 mm 
long x 3 mm wide. Corolla greenish-yellow, slightly asymmetrical, ovoid, 
scarcely narrowed at the throat, the tube c. 13 mm long x 5 mm wide, the lobes 
erecto-patent, slightly turned upwards, c. 5 mm long = 2 mm wide, scarcely 
acute. Anthers shortly exserted from the corolla tube. Carpels with slender 
styles and minute capitate stigmas within the corolla tube. 

Has. Swaziland. Near Devil’s Bridge, Emlembe Mountains, c. 5,500 ft 
alt., Compton 29471 (type). Flowered in a Mbabane garden for several years in 
March and April. 

Codd 9798 from 1 mile east of Pilgrim’s Rest, E. Transvaal, on steep rocky 
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hillsides, which flowered in hort. PRE in February 1957, appears to be this 
species. 

Pearsonia mbabanensis Compton (Papilionatae).—Radix perennis lignosa, 
caulibus foliosis annuis flexuosis paucis, ubique, foliae superficies superior 
corollaque exceptae, pilis densis subappressis vestitis. Folia trifoliata, irregular- 
iter disposita, erecto-patentia, brevissime petiolata, segmentis oblanceolatis, 
frequenter plicatis. Racemae paucae, laterales. Calyx tubo campanulato, lobis 
lateralibus latis., anteriore anguste triangularibus. Corolla flava, vexillo infra 
serico, aliter glabra. Siliqua compressa, stylo persistente. 

Woody perennial rootstock from which a few flexuous annual stems arise 
to c. 30 cm or less, dividing about the middle, mostly leafy towards the end 
with one or two lateral flowering shoots up to c. 8 cm long. Stems, underside of 
leaflets, calyces and fruits densely clothed with appressed or somewhat spreading 
russet hairs, the upper side of the leaflets almost glabrous. Leaves trifoliate, 
irregularly spaced on the stem, erecto-patent, very shortly petiolate, the leaflets 
oblanceolate, often infolded lengthwise, the median slightly the largest, up to 
15 mm long \ + mm wide. Floral bracts linear, 3 mm long. Calyx tube cam- 
panulate, c. 8 mm long: lateral teeth in pairs, broadly triangular, | mm long: 
lowest tooth narrow-triangular, acute, 2 mm long. Corolla yellow, glabrous 
except for silky hairs on the back of the vexillum. Vexillum shortly stalked, 
gradually broadening to an obtuse reflexed lamina c. | em long \ 5 mm wide. 
Alae with narrow stalks 6 mm long, the laminae 5 mm long \ 3 mm wide. 
Carina with stalks 4 mm long and laminae 4 mm long. Stamens 8 mm long. 
Ovules about 7. Mature fruit flattened, 2 cm long ` 5 mm wide, densely ap- 
pressed-hairy, tipped with the persistent style. 


Has. Swaziland. Mbabane District. Frequent in high-veld grassland, 
flowering September to November. Near Poliniane River, c. 4,000 ft alt., Ben 
Dlamini s.n. 6.9.60 (type): same locality and collector, 9.10.58: Palwane, c. 
3,500 ft alt., Compton 30766: Ukutula, c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 25203. 


Cassipourea swaziensis Compton (Rhizophoraceae).—Arbor parva, ramosa, 
sempervirens. Folia numerosa, opposita, coriacea, breviter petiolata, lamina 
ovata vel late lanceolata, utrinque glabra, sed mesonervo petioloque infra 
puberulis. Flores in axillis aggregati: sepala anguste triangularia, externe 
fulvo-hirsuta: petala alba, anguste spathulata, apicibus fimbriatis: stamina 
c. 15: ovarium albo-setosum: stigma breviter 3—4-lobatum: ovula pauca. 

A small much-branched tree. Stems hairy when young, the surface fissured 
lengthwise and crosswise as they grow. Leaves borne at frequent intervals, 
opposite, coriaceous, the petiole short, densely hairy, the lamina ovate or 
broadly lanceolate, c. 7 cm long N 3 cm wide, obtusely apiculate, glabrous 
above and below, the midrib prominent below with a few scattered hairs. Stipules 
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interpetiolar, narrow, hairy, caducous. Flowers in axillary clusters, scenicd. 
Bracts short, rigid, forming a globular envelope to the base of the pedicel which 
is c. 5 mm long. Calyx tube campanulate, c. 2 mm long, lobes 5, valvate, narrow- 
triangular, c. 8 mm long, spreading widely, fulvous-hairy outside. Petals 5, 
white, narrowly spathulate, the lamina c. 5 mm long with the apex fringed with 
5—10 very narrow laciniae c. 2 mm long. Stamens about 15, filaments filiform 
c. 7 mm. long, inserted below the many-pointed rigid disc, the anthers curved, 
c. | mm long. Ovary partly sunk in the disc, covered with stiff white setae which 
tip the partly grown fruit, the style c. 4 mm long with a shortly 3—4-lobed 
stigma, ovules few. 

Has. Swaziland. Near Mhlosheni, Hlatikulu District, c. 3,000 ft alt. on 
rock outcrops. Flowering in October. Compton 29245 (type), 29685. 


, 


Epilobium karsteniae Compton (Onagraceae).—Perennis, rhizoma horizon- 
tale, nodosa, caulibus annuis herbaceis simplicibus foliosis, ubique griseo- 
puberulis: caulis teres: folia erecto-patentia, sessilia, lineari-lanceolata, sparse 
calloso-denticulata: flores axillares, singulares: sepala angusta, acuta: petala 
pro genere magna, rosea, venosa, emarginata. 

A perennial with horizontal jointed rhizomes from which arise erect un- 
branched (or slightly branched in the terminal inflorescence region) annual 


shoots which are closely leafy from bottom to top. All parts, except the petals, 
finely grey-puberulous. Stem terete, up to 3 mm diam, slightly thicker near the 


base, reaching 120 cm high, usually less. Leaves numerous, erecto-patent, sessile, 
linear-lanceolate, entire but sparsely callous-denticulate, up to 4 cm long 

5 mm wide, the veins prominent below, slightly sunken above. The terminal 
5—10 cm of the shoot bears the solitary axillary flowers. Pedicels c. 1 cm long, 
the ovary inferior, c. 2 cm long, elongating to c. 6 cm long at maturity. Sepals 
linear, acute, 12 mm long. Petals magenta, much-veined, 15 mm long and wide, 
deeply emarginate, spreading. Stigmas 4. Seeds 1 mm long with a tuft of fine 
silky hairs. 

Has. Swaziland. Swamps near Forbes Reef, Mbabane District, 4,500-5,000 
ft alt. Flowers in January and February. Karsten s.n. 21.2.64. Compton 30487 
(type), 31256. 

Named in compliment to Miss Mia C. Karsten, the botanical historian, who 
has greatly assisted me in collecting, secretarial and herbarium work. 

Alepidea parva Compton (Umbelliferae).— Perennis, exilis, glaber: folia 
basalia, petiolis longis, laminis ovatis, marginibus dense longe-setiferis: capitula 
parva, pauca, plerumque 2. 

A small perennial plant with a slender rhizome, glabrous except for the 
setae on the leaf-margins. Leaves numerous in a dense basal rosette, spreading 
or reflexed, the petiole slender, 2 cm long or less, abruptly widening to the oval 
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lamina which is up to 2 cm long x about 8 mm wide, flat, obtuse, paler beneath, 
closely fringed with numerous tapering setae up to 5 mm long, sometimes longer. 
Stem erect, slender, up to 20 cm high, bearing a few narrow appressed vestigial 
laminae closely fringed with long setae. Capitula usually 2, the peduncles with 
minute bracts at the middle. Involucre wide-spreading, c. 15 mm diam, the 
bracts lanceolate, acute or apiculate, white above, 5 of them shorter and alter- 
nating with the other longer 5, 3—5-veined below; an occasional marginal seta 
may be present. Flower-cluster dense, c. 4 mm diam. 

Has. Swaziland. Ngwenya Mountains, Mbabane District, on rock outcrops, 
c. 5,000 ft alt. Flowering in March. Compton 26735 (type): A. Meeuse, 10119, 
same locality and date, 8.3.57 (PRE). 


Cephalaria foliosa Compton (Dipsacaceae).—Perennis, erecta, robusta: 
caulis costatus, sub nodis villosus, aliter glaber: folia caulina decussata, sessilia, 
ovata, utrinque glabra, marginibus serratis, apice anguste acuta: inflorescentiae 
axes axillares vel terminales parum ramosi: capitulum convexum: bracteae 
exteriores orbiculares, obtusae, subglabrae, marginibus ciliatis, interiores acutae, 
sericae: corolla alba infra dense serica. 


A robust erect perennial plant up to 150 cm high. Stem ribbed, with numerous 
hairs below the nodes, otherwise glabrous or nearly so. Leaves in decussate 
pairs, spreading or erecto-patent, widely spaced on the stem, sessile, ovate, 
serrate with forward-directed teeth, tapering to a narrow acute toothless apex, 
glabrous on both sides, up to c. 15 cm long x 6 cm wide. Inflorescence terminal 
and from the axils of the upper reduced leaves, the axes forking once or twice, 
the ultimate peduncles up to 20 cm or more long, with one or two pairs of 
minute bracts. Capitula 20—25 mm diam, dome-shaped: outer bracts orbicular, 
obtuse, almost glabrous, the margins ciliate: inner bracts acute, silky: corolla 
densely silky below, white. 

Has. Swaziland. Growing socially in highveld swamps and near streams. 
Mbabane District: Fyfes, c. 4,500 ft alt., Compton 26807 (type); Forbes Reef, 
c. 5,000 ft alt., Compton 30555; Red Hill Road, c. 3,500 ft alt., Compton 31374; 
Dalriach, c. 4,000 ft alt, Dlamini s.n. 13.4.61. Mankaiana District: near Man- 
kaiana, c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 28779. Flowering in March and April. 


Cephalaria petiolata Compton (Dipsacaceae).—Perennis, rhizoma sub- 
tuberosa: folia pauca, petiolis elongatis angustis, laminis lanceolatis acutis, 
integris sed dentibus parvis, paucis, sparse pilosis: caulis erectus, angustus, 
plerumque simplex, capitulum unicum terminalem gerens, interdum ramis 
lateralibus: capitulum convexum, bracteis exterioribus orbicularibus obtusis 
fuscis, interioribus angustioribus acutis, omnibus sericis: corolla exserta, alba, 
externe villosa. 

Perennial with a cylindrical or somewhat tuberous rhizome. Aerial shoot 
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solitary. Leaves few, usually 4—6, the petioles slender. erect. up to 135 em lous, 
gradually widening to the lamina which is lanceolate, acute, entire or with a see 
short marginal teeth, sparsely hairy on one or both surfaces, up to 9 cm long 

3 cm wide, usually much less, the midrib prominent. Stem erect. slender. 
glabrous, slightly ridged, usually unbranched, sometimes with one or two latera! 
branches rising from the axils of linear or pinnatisect bracts, up to 70 cm high 
with a terminal dome-shaped capitulum about 3 cm diam, the lower bracts 
dark-coloured, orbicular, obtuse, c. 3 mm wide, the upper bracts rather narrower 
and acute, all silky-hairy: corolla well-exserted, white, hairy outside. 


Distinguished by its long slender petioles, almost entire nearly glabrous 
laminae, the usually unbranched slender stem bearing a single capitulum, and 
the late summer flowering habit (March and April). 

Has. Swlaziand. Mbabane District: swamps near Forbes Reef, c. 4,500 ft 
alt., Compton 25740 (type), 32335. 


Wahlenbergia pinnata Compton (Campanulaceae).—Suffrutex erecta gracilis, 
e base multiramosa, glabra, foliis numerosissimis, plus minusve imparipinnatis, 
lobis breviter filiformibus, inflorescentia copiose divaricato-ramosa. 

Small perennial rootstock from which arise numerous erect slender rather 
rigid simple or branched glabrous shoots 30—45 cm high, the lower part copious- 
ly leafy, the leaves becoming fewer and smaller in the upper half which is mainly 
inflorescence. Leaves very slender, 5 mm long more or less, sometimes up to | 
cm long, imparipinnate, the 2—4 lateral lobes opposite or subopposite. the 
rachis and lobes filiform, minutely apiculate, the upper leaves often merely 
slightly 3-lobed at the tip. Inflorescence a much-branched rather tangled cymose 
panicle, the branches subtended by filiform simple or slightly lobed bracts, the 
very slender axes diverging at about a right angle. the terminal parts of the 
inflorescence having a false-dichotomous appearance. Calyx 3 mm long, the 
lobes slightly recurved, apiculate. Corolla narrowly campanulate, pale blue, the 
tube c. 5 mm long, the lobes 2 mm long. 

Has. Swaziland, especially on rocky outcrops, flowering in March. Mbabane 
District: Hills W. of Mbabane, c. 4.500 ft alt.. Compton 25723 (type): Stroma, 
c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 25726: Hills NE. of Mbabane, c. 4,500 ft alt.. Compton 
29962; Ngwenya Mountains, c. 5,000 ft alt.. Compton 26746, 31403: Fonteyn. 
c. 4,500 ft alt., Compton 31382. 
var. simplicifolia. 

Planta typica similis, sed foliis integris, filiformibus. 

Distinguished from the typical variety in having simple. undivided filiform 
leaves, but not separable otherwise. Also flowers in March. 

Has. Swaziland. Pigg’s Peak District, Havelock Road. c. 4.000 ft alt., 
Compton 27683 (type): Pigg’s Peak. c. 4.000 ft alt.. Compton 28724: Havelock, 
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c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 29967. 


Eumorphia swaziensis Compton (Compositae).—Frutex parvus, dense 
ramosus, plerumque glaber. Caules erecti, lignosi. Folia parva, numerosissima, 
erecto-patentia, plerumque ultra medium trifida, lobis filiformibus, apiculatis, 
nonnulla integra. Inflorescentia irregulariter corymbosa. Capitula numerosa, 
erecta, breviter pedunculata, pedunculo bracteisque sparse villosis. Involucrum 
compactum, campanulatum, bractearum marginibus anguste membranaceo- 
fimbriatis. Flosculi radii 5, feminei, albi, breviter 3-lobati, tubo sparse glandu- 
loso, pappo nullo, disci hermaphroditi, tubo glanduloso, antheris breviter 
apiculatis, pappo nullo: paleae lineares, membranaceae. 

A small mainly glabrous shrub, 30—60 cm high, with erect woody stems, 
densely branched in the upper floriferous parts. Leaves very numerous, erecto- 
patent, mostly trifid just above the middle, the rachis and lobes filiform, flexuous, 
apiculate, the lobes subopposite, total length c. 2 cm: many of the leaves in the 
upper parts of the stems undivided, filiform, about half as long. Inflorescence 
irregularly corymbose, the capitula numerous, erect, each borne on a peduncle 
a few mm long, subtended by a short linear bract: the peduncle and bract 
finely and sparsely hairy. Involucre c. 5 mm long x 2 mm diam, compact, 
campanulate, glabrous, the margins of the inner bracts narrowly membranous- 
fimbriate. Ray florets 5, female, the lamina broadly oblong-ovate, c. 3 mm long 
x2 mm wide, obtuse, shortly 3-lobed, glabrous, white, the tube sparsely 
glandular, the ovary slightly striate, pappus absent: disc florets bisexual, the 
styles linear, truncate, the anthers with short appendages, the tube glandular, 
the ovary linear, slightly striate, pappus absent: paleae membranous, linear, 
slightly shorter than the ray florets. Flowers in March and April. 

HAB. Swaziland. Mbabane District: Hill NE. of Mbabane, c. 4,500 ft alt., 
Compton 29963 (type). 


Senecio eminens Compton (Compositae).—Perennis, erecta, robusta, glabra. 
Folia basalia longe anguste petiolata, laminis lanceolatis, obtusis, minute obtuse 
cartalagineo-dentatis, caulina sessilia, mesonervo marginibusque decurrentibus. 
Inflorescentia irregulariter corymbosa. Capitula pauca, magna, discoidea, 
involucri bracteis c. 21, marginibus membranaceis, apicibus acutis: flosculi 
numerosissimi, plus quam 300, albidi: pappus subrigidus, sericus, albus. 

A robust erect perennial, glabrous throughout, reaching 120 cm high. Basal 
leaves with a slender petiole up to 20 cm long, gradually widening to a lanceolate 
lamina up to 25 cm long., obtuse, minutely bluntly cartilaginous-dentate, the 
midrib prominent below extending to the leaf apex. Cauline leaves shorter and 
narrower, sessile, the margins and midrib decurrent forming ridges on the stem. 
Inflorescence axillary and terminal forming an irregular corymb of a few 
capitula, the peduncle bearing a few small distant linear bracts becoming closer 
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below the involucre. Capitulum up to 35 mm diam, the main bracts about 21, 
linear with membranous margins, narrowing to an erect acute apex as long as 
the florets, c. 2 cm long. Ray florets absent. Disc florets very numerous, over 300, 
the corollas whitish, 15 mm long. Pappus stiff, silky white. Flowers in March. 

HAs. Swaziland. Mbabane District: Ngwenya Mountains, c. 4,500 ft alt., 
Compton 26740; Black Mbuluzi Valley, c. 3,500 ft alt., Compton 25031. Man- 
kaiana District: 10 miles E. of Mankaiana, c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 28672 (type). 

A conspicuously robust plant, strong specimens having remarkably large 
discoid capitula. 

Senecio mbuluzensis Compton (Compositae).—Perennis, erecta, robusta, 
plerumque glabra. Caulis rigidus, costatus. Folia caulina sessilia, lanceolata, 
marginibus minute calloso-denticulatis. Inflorescentia laxe corymbosa: capitula 
pauca, magna, bracteis basalibus paucis, involucri c. 13, acuminatis: flosculi 
radii c. 8, flavi, feminei, disci c. 34: pappus copiosus, subfuscus. 

A rhizomatous perennial 90—150 cm high, finely puberulous on the lower 
part of the stem, the leaf margins, the midrib below and the tips of the involu- 
cral bracts, otherwise glabrous. Stem erect, rigid with numerous thicker or 
thinner ribs decurrent from the leaf-bases. Leaves numerous, overlapping, sessile, 
not stem-clasping, erecto-patent, lanceolate, the margins minutely callous- 
denticulate, the median c. 8 cm long x 2 cm wide, the lowest rather smaller, 
the uppermost smaller and more distant as they subtend the branches of the 
inflorescence. Inflorescence loosely corymbose, its axes simple or occasionally 
forked, elongated, usually without bracts. Capitula few, relatively large. Basal 
involucral bracts few, narrow: main involucral bracts c. 13, up to 15 mm long, 
the apex long-acuminate, erect. Ray florets c. 8, female, yellow, the lamina 
wide-spreading, up to 15 mm long x 3 mm wide. Disc florets numerous, c. 34, 
corolla c. 1 cm long. Pappus copious, slightly brownish. Flowers from October 
to January or at other times following burning. 

Has. Swaziland. Highveld or middleveld, especially in slightly damp places, 
local but social. Mbabane District: Ukutula, c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 25259; 
Black Mbuluzi Valley, c. 3,500 ft alt., Compton 32180 (type), 28254, 32106; 
Malandela, c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 31889; Usutu Canal, c. 2,500 ft alt., Compton 
27115; Hill NE. of Mbabane, c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 28243. Manzini District: 
Malkerns, c. 2,500 ft alt., /’?Ons 60/53. Hlatikulu District: Hiatikulu, c. 4,000 ft 
alt., Compton 29501. 

Transvaal. Barberton District: 10 miles SE. of Barberton, on road from 
Barberton to Havelock, 4,000 ft alt., 9.12.53, Codd 8171 (PRE): Barberton, 
Dec. 1912, R. Port 5432 (PRE). Nelspruit District ; Slopes of Amajuba Mountain, 
Schagen, 4,000 ft alt., Liebenberg 3104 (PRE). 

Senecio mlilwanensis Compton (Compositae).—Erecta, robusta, ubique 
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lanosa: folia elongata, angusta, sessilia, marginibus in caule decurrentibus, 
coriaceis, minute crenulatis: inflorescentia ramosa, subcorymbosa: capitula 
plurima, magna: bracteae basales numerosae, exteriores expansae vel reflexae, 
involucri c. 18: flosculi radii c. 8, flavi, disci c. 60—80: pappus mollissimus. 


A tall erect herbaceous plant, up to 180 cm high, unbranched except in the 
region of the inflorescence, covered with a loose pale greyish woolly indumentum 
throughout except on the undersurfaces of the leaves where the wool is closely 
and thickly felted. Stem with several sharp-edged ridges decurrent from the 
leaf-bases. Leaves numerous, soft-textured, linear or narrowly linear-lanceolate, 
tapering gradually to a sessile base and to an attenuated apex, the midrib 
prominent below, the margin coriaceous, finely crenulate, the largest leaves 
up to 30 cm long x 25 mm wide, mostly shorter and narrower. Inflorescence 
terminal with up to 80 capitula, usually less, loosely corymbose, irregularly 
branched with narrow leaf-like subtending bracts. Capitulum c. 15 mm long, 
the basal involucral bracts numerous, linear, spreading, reflexed or twisted, the 
inner ones imbricating with the main bracts which number c. 18. Ray florets 8, 
yellow, the lamina c. 8 mm long. Disc florets numerous, c. 60—80. Pappus very 
soft, greyish white. Flowers in February and March. 

Has. Swaziland. Mbabane District: Black Mbuluzi Valley, c. 3,500—4,000 ft 
alt., Compton 27593 (type), 25029, 25689; Dalriach, bushy places near rocks, 
c. 4,500 ft alt., Compton 28562; Mbabane, hill-top, c. 4,500 ft alt., Dlamini s.n. 
20.2.61; Mlilwane Game Sanctuary, E. Reynolds s.n., March 1967. 

A distinctive and conspicuous plant, usually occurring singly in bushy places: 
has some affinity with the problematic S. albanensis DC. 

Senecio swaziensis Compton (Compositae).—Perennis, ubique glaber, 
caulis basis lanata excepta, glauca. Caulis simplex, foliis paucis, subrigidis, 
sessilibus, orbicularibus vel late ovatis, amplexicaulibus, obtusis, mesonervo 
infra prominente, margine anguste coriacea, dentibus numerosis, densis, acute 
triangularibus. Inflorescentia iterum ramosa, ramis erectis, laxe subcorymbosa. 
Capitula erecta. Bracteae basales paucae minutae, involucris c. 8, lineares, 
truncatae sed apiculatae. Flosculi radii 0, 1, 2 vel 3, flavi, disci c. 13. Pappus 
copiosus albus. 

Perennial. Rhizome usually producing a single erect annual shoot. Base of 
the stem where it joins the rhizome shortly woolly, otherwise the whole plant 
completely glabrous. Usually 60—90 cm high, the lower half unbranched, 
bearing a few (4—7) sessile, glaucous, rather stiff leaves, which are amplexicaul, 
the lamina orbicular or very broadly ovate, obtuse, the midrib prominent 
beneath extending to the apex, the margin narrowly coriaceous with numerous 
close-set sharply triangular teeth, mostly c. 2 mm long. Above the middle the 
stem branches repeatedly, the branches being semi-erect, and all ending at about 
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the same height in a loosely corymbose inflorescence. Capula coright. in- 
volucre obconic, c. 8 mm long, with a few minute basal bracis ano about % 
main bracts which are linear, broadening to a pair of shoulders and ici. inating 
in an acute apex. Ray florets either absent or one or two, rarely three, ligulate, 
yellow, c. 8 mm long. Disc florest c. 13, the pappus copious, white. Flowers j in 
November and December. 

Has. Swaziland. Mbabane District, locally abundant. Near Mbabane, c. 
4,000 ft alt., Compton 31833 (type); Hill NE. of Mbabane, c. 4,500 ft alt., 
Compton 27207, 27246; Hill N. of Mbabane, c. 4,000 ft alt., Dlamini s.n. 6.12.60; 
Ukutula, c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 25258. Hlatikulu District, 4 miles N. of 
Mahamba, 3,300 ft alt., Acocks 15328. 

A very distinctive species, apparently confined to Swaziland or almost so, 
locally abundant, especially in the neighbourhood of Mbabane, on rocky ground 
in the highveld. 

The great majority of the capitula are discoid, with from 9 to 13 florets. 
Forty-seven capitula showing ray-florets were examined: of these three had 
three rays, ten had two rays and 34 had one ray. The number of disc florets 
in these radiate capitula varied from 7 to 15, with no clear relation to the number 
of ray florets. 


Senecio viscidulus Compton (Compositae).—Perennis, ubique viscidula, 
copiose glandulo-pilosa: folia plerumque basalia, petiolis longitudine variis, 
laminis multiformus, obtusis, crenulato-dentatis: caules irregulariter pauci- 
ramosi: capitula discoidea: bracteae basales paucae, involucris c. 13, attenuatae: 
flosculi c. 34, fusco-aurantiaci. 

A weak tufted perennial, all vegetative parts viscidulous with abundant short 
gland-tipped hairs. Leaves mostly basal, petiolate, the petioles variable in 
length up to c. 7 cm, broadening gradually to laminae which vary from lanceolate 
to ovate and even orbicular up to c. 8 cm long, coarsely and irregularly crenulate- 
dentate, obtuse. Stems often several from one tuft, slender, loosely and irregular- 
ly branched, sometimes from near the base, often bearing near the base one or a 
few sessile stem-clasping leaves, smaller and narrower than the basal leaves: 
height up to 45 cm, usually much less. Peduncle bearing a few small linear 
bracts. Capitula rayless, diam c. 12 mm, basal bracts very few, main bracts 
c. 13, c. 9 mm long, attenuate: disc florets c. 34, the corolla dull orange-coloured : 
pappus scanty, soft. Flowers from August throughout the summer. 

Has. Swaziland. Mbabane District: Ngwenya Mountains, c. 5,000 ft alt., 
Compton 26335; Bomvu Ridge, rock crevices, c. 5,500 ft alt., Compton 31188; 
Waverley Mine, c. 5,000 ft alt., Compton 26102; Forbes Reef, c. 4,500 ft alt., 
granite outcrop, Compton 31801; Ukutula, c. 4,000 ft alt., peaty rocks, Compton 
25218. Pigg’s Peak District: Havelock Road, c. 4,500 ft alt., rocks, Compton 
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27973 (type). Hlatikulu District: Hlatikulu, c. 4,000 ft alt., Compton 26258. 

This plant corresponds fairly well with the description of S. serratus Sond., 
in Fl. Cap. HI. 366 (under which species it has been placed provisionally in 
PRE, though other specimens so placed are clearly different), but I have not seen 
an authentic specimen. Harvey writes under S. serratus “Cape. Thunberg!, 
E. and Z.!; Camiesberg, Drege; Zululand, Gerr. and McKen 1013 (Herb. Sond. 
D.). I do not find this in Herb. Thunb. but a specimen of Thunberg’s collecting 
(Hb. Sond.) quite agrees with those of Ecklon and Drége. Gerrard’s specimen 
has rather narrower leaves but does not otherwise differ.” 

It seems very unlikely that the Cape and Khamiesberg plants should be 
identical with the Swaziland plant, and it is therefore desirable to describe the 
latter as a new species. 


